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SERMON 


KINGs Day. 


_———— 


PSALM Ixx1). the latter part of thejas5. ver. 


Prayer alſo ſhall be made for him conti- 
nually, and daily ſhall he be praiſed. 


HESE Words have in them a 
double Energie, both of Pray- 
er and Prophecy; they had 
likewiſe a double Completion 

| both in Solowzon and Chriſt. 

In the Prayers of all Holy Men, there is 

lomething of Prophecy, they utter nothing 

but the Will of God; fo God hears and ra- 
B tifies 
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rifies their requeſts: The Words likewile of 
dying Men are eſteemed more Prophetic 
than ordinary, and thele are ſuppoled to be 
the laſt Words, z.e. as ye have it in the 20. 
verſ. the laſt Prayers of this Religious King, 
made, it ſcems, at that time when Solomon, 
by David's appointment, (that is by God's 
appointment, for David hercin obſerved the 
Will of God ) was Proclaimed King. 
The particulars of Solomon's Inauguration 
are at large in the Firſt Chapter of the Firſt 
Book of Kings. We find there that in the lat- 
ter part of King David's Reign, Adonijah, the 
Sor of Haggith, exalted himſelf, and put in 
for the Succefiion ; not that he believed him- 
ſelf that he had a Title to the Crown, as 
he afterward confeſſed, Chap. i). werſ. 15. 
but Foab and Abiathar, and ſome ſuch trou- 
bleſome Men, had pur it in his Head; and 
that not for young Adonijah's ſake, as Solo- 
m0n wilely obſerves in the 22 verſ. but for 
their own Ambitious Ends. One would! have 
thought, that that Declaration of King Da- 
vid to his Privy Council, 1 Chron. xxviij. 
had been fufficient to blaſt all pretences of 
Ulurpation. 


* 


But 
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But theſe Diſturbances not only gave him 
new occaſion of declaring God's will in Solo- 
mon's Succeſlion, but of giving expreſs Com- 
mand - for his Inauguration before his own 
death ; he reſigned rather than bequeathed 
his Kingdom to him, and recreated his dy- 
ing hours with the publick Joy and Accla- 
mations of the People. 

David was well pleaſed with the Comple- 
ment that his Nobles made to him, ſaying, 1 King, 
God make the Name of Solomon better than © ** 
thy Name , and make his Throne greater 
than thy Throne. Thele Courticrs are faid 
to bleſi King David, and in ſuch a ſence he 
took it ; for he bowed himſelf upon the 
Bed, wearw/mow, he worſhipped at thoſe au- ; 

icious words, he nodded, he bowed, he 
worſhipped, and then he fell to Prayer and 
Prophecy. 

I hope King David was no Flatterer, or 
Court-Paraſite, when he filled his Mouth 
with Prayer and Praiſe, and expreſſed fo 
much pleaſure and fatisfa&ion at his Son's 
Acceſſion to the Crown. In thoſe days it 
was no crime to be Zealouſly Loyal, ro Wor- 
ſhip toward the Eaſt, and Adore the riſmg 
Sun : He was not then eſteemed an Enemy 
B 2 to 


— 
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to David, or to the preſent Government of 
Ifrael, that ſtrew'd Aves and IWelconres in the 
zew King's way, and forgot to think of a- 
ny thing but the expectation of mew Blet- 
fings. 

David by his own example had di{coun- 
tenanced all intempeſtive Criet at the death 
of his firſt Clild by Solomon's Mother, and 
that without the Comforts of another to 
ſucceed 1n his AﬀeCtion ; and now at his own 
death he will not ſuffer 'em to be unmannerly 
m their Sorrow ; bur teaches the people to tor- 
get him and look up towards his Son ; and ſo 
they did as heartily as the King could wiſh, for 


Ferſ.39,40, they blew the Trumpet, and all the people ſaid, 


God ſave King Solomon : And all the people 
came up: after hin, and play'd upon Flutes, and 
rejoyced with great Foy; ſo that the Earth vent 
with the ſound of them. It was as it the 
whole Earth had open'd its mouth and ſang 
tor Joy too; and all this ſo long before King 
Dawvid was cold' in his Grave, that he him- 
ſelf was one to make up the Chorus. They 
blew the Frampet and he Pray'd, they Re- 
zjoyced and he Prophelicd ; he prays to God 
for the Proſperity of his Succetlor, and de- 
fires that all his people might pray for it 


to9; 
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too; and that not only for his Succeſlor's 
bur for the People's fake ; and fo he begins, 


He ſhall judge thy People with Righteouſneſs, pf. 2. 


and thy Poor with Tudgment. 

And indeed this Pſalm 1s not only a Pray- 
er to God, but an Admonition to the People ; 
It is thezryr C:uſe which he Pleads, and there- 
fore they muſt come in with their endea- 
vours : God hath perform'd his part in gi- 
ving 'em a juſt and righteous King to ſuc- 
ceed David ; and now *tis their parts to 
pray to God continually for him, to pray 
that God would continue him amongſt 'em, 
that fo their Happineſs might continue for 
many Years ; ſo likewiſe they are to Ot- 
fer up Praiſes, they are to Praiſe the King 
daily, that is in efte&, to Praiſe God for the 
King. 

This 1s the Peoples Duty at all times, and 
this 1s our preſent Duty ; it is the mott 
particular buſmeſs of this Day ; we come 
here to pray for the King, we come to 
praiſe him and to praiſe God for him : it 1s 
the ſubject of the Text, and the ſubje&t of 
the Day 3 Prayer and praiſe : The only tO 
principal parts into which my Text can be 


vides. Prayer alſo ſhall be made for hinr 
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continually, and daily ſhall be be praiſed. 
Firſt, Of Prayer ; which is a duty incumbent 
upon all Subjects tor all Princes, pro onmibus 


Imperator bus, without any diltinion, My 
method ſhall he this : 


Firſt, To give you {ome Reaſons why this 
Duty ſhould be performed. And, 

Secondly, I ſhall offer at ſome Directions 
in the pertorming 1t. 


I. The Obligations which Men lye under 
of Praying for their Soveraign Prince arc 
Natural, and Political, as well as Divine. 

The Thin of Nemre teach us to look up- 


Non adulati-on Kingly Government, as a Paternal FunCti- 


one vanga ad- 
dutt, 1 De _ 


Clem, 14- 


Ad Polyb. 
31, 33. 


Every Prince paramount is Father of 
his Country, ſo we call them, faith Seneca, 
not by way of Flattery : So we find him mak- 
ing long Prayers for Nero, even when he 
was diſgraced and exiled by him, Nothing 
being more Natural than for Children to 
Pray for the Proſperity of their Parents ; 
from our Natural Parents we derive our Natu- 
ral Life, ſo from our Political Parents, our Po- 


1 De Clem. {#tical Life : The King is not only Caput 


4+ 


Animus Reipublice; ſed etiam. Spiritus witalis, 
the 
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the vital Spirit, the very Life of the King- 
dom 3 ſo that to pray for the King, is moſt , 
correſpondent to the Firſt great Law of Na- Fun” 
cure, Self-preſervation ; tor hereby we pray / ribs domu- 
for our own and the Kingdoms fafery ; {o ['r Arete 
the Wile Senate of Rome reckon'd, when they (/« mn 
pray'd for their Emperour Arguftys : Nor p—a_ 
do we read of any Nation or People, tho juices le- 
never fo Barbarous, but their regard to their '4 bxic pre- 
Prince, hath been the tame as of Children to vthay 
their Parents, the reaſons being the ſame. _ Aug.c. 
For, 58. 

Firſt, It is from the Kzmg that we have 
our Origination: For as amongſt the Jews to 
beget a Child, was not eſſentially peceſſary 
to be the Father of him, fome being the Le- 
gal Children of one Man, which was the 
beſt and moſt Excellent Title, altho the 
Natural Children of another : So our Sawi- 
onr was the Legal! Son of Joſeph and of Da- 
vid, tho by Nature the Son of Mary, who NEOGW- 

> PLHCOPILUS 

perhaps was of another Tribe : In ike manner, jogirur.Li: 
tho we have a natural obligation to thoſe P4- 3: Sett. 4 
rents which begot us ; yet we were Born *" 
kegally from the influence of Government, we 
were born Children from natural Parentaoe, 
but Sons only from political Authority. Ir is 
from 
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from the Laws, z. e. from the King, the 
Fountain of Laws, that we are Legitimate, 
without which every Man is but Filizzs popult, 
the Son of the people. So that every Rebel 
ſeems to Baſtardize his own Children, in 
reſiſting that Authority by which they call him 
Father, tor tho the inſtitution of Marriage 1s 
an ordinance of God ; yet the Circumſtances 
of its Solemmization are by Magiſtratual Ap- 
pointment, whereby we are to remember, that 
the King 1s our firſt Parent. 

II. Secondly, it is from the King we have 
our daily Maintenance and Support ; it 1s his 
Wiſdom and Power, that protects us from 
violence and wrong : Our Eſtates, our Lives, 
our All is under his Guardianſhip. Of the truth 
of which ſome of you here preſent are living 
Witneſies. You remember the {ad time when 
there was no King in Iſrael ; but it was 
worſe with you, than with the Old I/ralites, 
for they did every Man what ſcem'd good in his 
own Eyes ; whilſt they that Sequeſtred your 
Eſtates, Plunder'd your Goods, and drove 
you into Want and Exile, committed ſuch 
Villanies as even out-dared their own Con- 
ſciences. 'Tis you can beſt tell, whether all 
that you at preſent enjoy 1s not owing unto 


the 
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the King's ſafety, he is ſo much more than a 
Father, that without the Preſervation of 
his Royal Pcilon , it is not in your power 
to keep your own Children from Starving : 
and therefore great reaſon have we, both to 

ray for him our feclves, and to teach our 
Children to pray tor him too. 

III. Thirdly, It is the King's Lite and 
Preſervation rhat protects our own. The 
Shadow of his Wing 1s a Buckler to all his 
Subjects, a Buckler againſt all Foreign Vio- 
lence, and Domeſtic Blood-thirſtinels : So 
was the Regal Authority unto the Ijraclites 
of old, as we have frequent inſtances in the 


Book of Judges ; for thoſe Judges were all 


Kings in Feſhurun as well as Moſes, altho not Deut. 33.5: 


Anointed no more then he. So when there 
was no Judge amongſt * em, it is ſaid, There 
was 70 King in Iſrael, as that diſmal Story of 


the Lewite's Wite 1s Preficed; ; Which. one is Judg: 19. 1+ 


a ſufficient inſtance of Domeſtic Villany 
and Barbarity. So every now and then we 
read of Invaſions, and {ſuch Publick Calami- 
ties, as muſt needs happen to a Nation with- 
out a Head ; there muſt needs be much 
Wrong either done or ſuffered, where there 


are no Eyes to ſee, nor Ears to hear, but 
Hands 
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Hands to pull down Ruin, or Feet ſwitt to 
ſhed Blood. 

And now, ſure here's worth and ſubje& 
enough for a Prayer, that God would protect 
that Perſon by whom our Lives and Fortunes 
are protected. It is a Duty, and a very mo- 
deſt one too, to pray for Kings. Whereas 
ſome very wiſe Heathens made a miſtake and 
pray'd to 'em : But Nature, Reaſon and Tra- 
dition, are not Perſwafives ſtrong enough to 
Men of corrupt practices, to bring em over 
to their Duty ; let us fee then how far it 
is encouraged, or rather commanded, in Holy 
Writ, for the People to pray for their Kings ; 
tho fome Men can't find any ſuch thing as 
Monarchy its ſelf in the Scriptures, without 
an _—_— by way of Appendix to it : 
For all that is there ſaid in the behalf of 
Monarchy, is not a ſufficient Ballance to the 
Eighth Chap. of the Firſt Book of Sammel, tor 
from thence they infer, That God Almighty 
was angry with the Iſraelites for deſiring a 
Monarchical Government : Whereas the 
whole Current of Scripture proves this and 
no other to be jure Divine, even im the inter- 
regna, Which were Governed by One only 


Prophet, or Seer ; fo that from Adam to Saul, 
and 
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and forwards, . the whole Government was 
purely Monarchical. The Seventy Elders being 
no other than Juſtices -or Connſellors, and 
therefore God was fo far from being ang 

at their deſiring of a King, 'z. e. for ory 


ring of one, that as the Jen iſh Rabbin tells Meneſſeb 


us, they were commanded by God, That 


they ſhould do fo, Statmendo ſtatites ſuper fe Q. in Deur. 


Regem, Dent. 17. 15, Their Ciime was in 5: 
the manner, the time, and the ends of their 
asking one : They ask'd with ymrnmuring and 
nutiny, they ask'd inrportnnately, rather de- 


manded than ask'd ; and that for the Idola- 
trous end of being like other Nations ; there» 
fore God laid to Sanmel, Not thee but 'tis 
me that they rejed : they were better pleaſed 


with their Viee-Roy Saymel, then with their Yer/. 11. 


Emperour God ; and it was but a Pretence 
for 'em to find fault with the Government, 
when it was the Religion that they would 
alter ; and there is no queſtion, that if they 
had not had ſuch baſe prrpoſes 1 in their Heads, 
that God would have given 'em a King long 
before, without asking ; that blefling was 10 
long. delay'd, becauſe God faw they were 
not Capacttated for receiving it.” And when 
a Nation 1s not capable of Government ( we 

C 2 have 
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have had the fad experience ) God gives 'em 
up to Anarchy. A people muſt be ripe tor 
Bleſſings betore they can expect 'em, and 
then they muſt pur 'em to a good Ule, if 
they deſire their Continuance : And amongſt 
all rhe bleſſings that God hath promiled his 
Church in this World, I t.ke one of the 
greateſt to be, That Kings ſhould be its Nurf- 
ing Fathers, ani Queens its Nurſing NMo- 

thers. Tam 'perſivaded, that hitherto it hath 
becn the greateſt blefſing. And 1o thoſe 
Chriſtians would have told you , that [:- 
ved under the Retgns of Conſtantine, Theodo- 
ſus, Arcadins, and thoſe good Emperours ; ; 
each of which did more good to Chriſt's 
Church in ſome reſpects, than all their .Pre- 
deceſſors had done it Miſchiet : They Nurſed 
it, and Cloathed it with Beauty and Glory, 

which before had lain in Rags and Nakednefs, 

expoſed to Contempt and Danger, like Moſes 
among .the Ruſhes. But St. Par did not 
look 1o far as Conſtantine the Great, when he 
exhorts the Chriſtians, in the 2 Ch. of the x 
Ep. zo Tim. That prayers and interceſſions, 
and giving of Thanks be made for Kings : He 
doth not fay, I exhort you that about Three 
hundred Years hence, ye ſhall begin to Pray 
for 
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for Kings; no. =} Gamdwr, z, e. if we 
make a'Critical ſearch into the Word for the 
Empcrors, for what elſe can it (ignite ? Who 
were Supream then bur Emperors ? And St. 


Peter expre(sly names the Supream ; and a- wyixeyr,, 
gain *'twas, Fear God, Honour the Emperor ; * F& 2-13» 
for 'tis the ſingular number, 3za2#z , fo this p/, 17, 


cannot be underſtood of Governors as Chriſti- 
ans, much leſs of the Reformed Religion, when 
at that rime there was no ſuch denominati- 
on ; but Sr. Paul and St. Peter meant, That 
they ſhould preſently pray for the Empcroz 
in betng, and the Emperors in ſucceflion, 
as ſnch :. For Nero as well as Conſtantine, for 
Diocleſian as well as Charlemaign, for Mabo- 
met the IV. (had he been Emperor of the 


World: as. well as _ ES the IE. in 


Great Britain and Irelan 


Now fince the Roman Empire 1s broken, 


this Exhortation belongs to us ; becauſe eve- 


ry King in his Kingdom 1s- Emperor, and 
7AMES the II. (whom God preſerve) wears. 
the Imperial Crown of this Realm. No- 


thing can bar Prayer no more than Allegi- 
ance : it is part of our Allegiance, and a 


moſt indiſpenfible Tribute. - He that de- 


frauds the King of his Prayers had better de- 
fraud 
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fraud him of his Coin ; ſaving that ſuch a 
Man's Prayers would not do him ſo much 
good : This is God's Due, and this is Ceſar 's 
Due; our Prayers to God, and for the King : 
So that with one Mite we may pay both 
Tributes. What remains then, but that we 
ſhould bethink our ſelves how to pay it; 
which leads me to the ſecond Undertaking, 
i, e. To give-you fome Directions how Pray- 
ers are to be made for him. 

There are Two Qualifications neceſſary to 
all Prayers, heartineſi and ſencerity ; the third 
is conflancy, Expretled here in my Text, by 
the word ' continnally; fo we are to pray for 
our King heartily, fincerely, and continually. 

Firſt heartily, We are not to come to Church 
on {ach days: as this for faſhion-ſfake, to a- 
void ſmgularity, or -a bad reputation ; every 
good Man muft bring a Zealous Heart along 
with him ; a Heart full of Aﬀe&tionare Du- 
ty and Loyalty, with Love and Hope in 
his Breaſt, and Joy 'in his Eyes: He muſt 

tion God for the King, as he would pe- 
tition the King for himſelf ; with all the Ele- 
gancies of 'Inereaty, as 'if he would petition 


tor a Kingdom : And then fure he would mix' 


a few Vows with his Prayers, ſomething or 
other 


} 
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other to diſtingutſh 'em from common Peti- 
tions ; at leaft ways we ſhould pray with 
ſuch an emphaſes, as if we thought our ſelves 
quite undone, 1t God did not hear our Prayers, 
and fo we may well think ; for if God will not 
hear our Ptyers for the King, 'tis a ſign he 
will not hear 'em at all. Let us have a care 
that thoſe Prayers be not lake-warm, for 
when God ſpits them ont, he commonly 
{pits 'em into che Cup of Indignation, that's 
the Cup of Anarchy, when the Prince and 
the Prieſt go off together ; and then comes 
the Kingdom of Antichriſt: For the Pious 
and Learned Dr. Hammond proves every 


Treatiſe of 


reſiſting the 


ſtubborn Subject to be a Limb of Antichriſt, 7%." 
who -exa!ts himſelf above all that is called gifvar-. 


God. But, 

Secondly, We are to pray for the King 
ſincerely, i. e. without any mental reſerves, 
or mixed equivocations : We muſt pray for 
the King in that ſence that the Church prays 
tor him, in that ſence that the Primitive 


Church of Chriſt 1s wont to pray for their 


Emperors. Terwellian gives us a taſt of thole apoloect. 
Prayers, by which we may gueſs at the reſt. & ad Scap. 


Firſt their Manner, We pray, (zith be, for onr 
Kings with our Hands ſtretched forth, becauſe 
they 


C. 2-Meo dis 
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they are Innocent, they were never lifted up a- 
gainſt 'em ; 2. With bare-Heads, becauſe we are 
not aſhamed, our Conlciences do nor fly in our 
Faces, and reproach us with Hypocriſie. 3. 
Without any humane order or preſcription, be- 
cauſe we pray willingly and from the bottom of 
our Hearts. Now follows the form : Vitam illis 
prolixam 3, a long Life, a ſecure Throne, a ſafe 
Abode, a potent Army, a faithful Senate, a 
Conſcientious People, and a peaceable Empire : 
This was a fincere and honeſt Prayer, ſuch a 
ſort of Prayer as we come here to make, 
without Parſmony and without Fraud. Let 
me then give you Three ſhort and general 
Directions in praying for the King. 

Firſt, To Pray for him as you would have 
others pray for you. 

Secondly, To Pray for bim as if you pray'd 
for your ſelves ; and 

Thirdly, Let the Subje&-matter of your 
Prayers be as ſmcere and liberal as when be 
prays for you ; we may know how that hath 
been by the effes :; Be ſure they are ſuch 
Prayers as David and Solomon put up, the 
effefs have been the ſame :; Peace 3s within 
our Walls, and Proſperity within our Palaces. 


Beſides 
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Beſides, methinks we are all grown better 
of late; a New Genirs aſcends the Horizon. 
No doubt but from ſome mew Caule, from 


our new King's prayers, For thou, O God, Pſal. 61. 


haſt beard his Vows ; thou haſt given him the 
heritage of thoſe that fear thy Name. Then 
let us all joyn in the Chorus : Thor wilt pro- 
long the King's Life; and his Tears as many 
Generations. He ſhall abide before God 
for ever : O prepare mercy and truth, which 
may preferve hin. So will we ſing praiſe un- 
to thy Name for ever, and daily perform our 
Vows. 

Thirdly, We are to pray for him continuah 
ly. Prayer alſo ſhall be made for him continually : 
So that we come here to Day, but to learn 
what we are to do all the Tear after. This 
is but a ſolemn Remonſtrance of what we 
reſolve to do all the Days of our Life ; and 
reaſon good, if we continue to expect 
the bleſied Effets of ſuch Prayers. Not that 
ſome Men's Omiſſion of Prayer, ( no nor 
their Curſes) can do the King, and his 
Loyal Subjeds, any harm : For God can rain 
down Bleſſings upon the Fleece, and let the 
Barren Ground remain dry ; and ſo God 
can rain down Curſes upon the Ground, and 

D yet 
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21. 


yet Gideon's Fleece ſhall elcape, every lock 
and hair of ir. If ſome will not continually 
pray for the King, yer God will continua]- 
ly bleſs him for their ſakes that do ; at leaſt 
it the King prays for the People, God will 
return his Prayers upon his own Head : 
Thus much for Prayer. 

The ſecond part is Praiſe : This is a more 
particular Duty, incumbent only tor particu- 
lar Reaſons : Prayers tor their Kings 1s che 
Duty of al! Nations, but Praiſe only be- 
longs to Solomon, and ſuch Kings as Solomon 
was; and yet there is th;zs Duty incumbent 
upon all Mankind, which 1s, To praile the 
Government, when they cannot praiſe the 
Perſon. The Character of a King, in the 

rſon of one Prince, is as Landable, Divine, 
and Sacred, as in the pcrion of another. They 
are all of them, as Calvin tells us, the Sons 
of God ; they are ſo ex Officio, and Praiſe is 
as juſt a Debt to their Office, as Honor to 
their Perſons : Indeed there can be no Ho- 
nor without Praiſe. Praiſe 1s the reſult of 
Liking and Approbation ; without which, 
Honor is no better than Mockery. But in 
this place the Holy Pſalmiſt doth not ſpeak 
of that Praiſe and Honor, which 1s univecſal- 


ly 
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ly due to all Princes, but of that extraor- 
dinary Praiſe, which his Succeſſor King Solo- 
mon, and all ſuch Princes as he, may juſt- 
ly claim. So here we are to conſider the 
Character of a Prince who is praiſe-worthy. 

And here I have a fair opportunity of 
entring into a Panegyric upon that Glorious 
Prince, whole Prailes we come hither to Ce- 
lebrate, as well as to offer up our Prayers 
for him: But I would willingly avoid all 
[nvidiouinels, as well of the mralewolent, for 
my Ambition, as of the Cenſorious, for my 
Preſumption , and yet I fear neither. But 
becauſe it is ſo co-incident with my Text, 
and -moſt appropriate to the undoubted 
Sence of it, I ſhall give you a ſhort Chara- 
Ger of that Prince for whom '"twas firſt 
made ; that not only ours, but all Princes 
of thoſe Exccllencies, may come in for their 
Dues. 

Firſt, He wasa Prince of the moſt Celebra- 
ted Wiſdom and Underſtanding in the World, 
this was his Natural Talent ; which becauſe 
he had fo well improved, God Almighty at 
his requeſt added to it : He was mature for 
Government, and well qualified for Empire ; 
{o that God ſent him to the People with a 
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Bleſling in his Hand. It is the King's WH- 
dom that is the Peoples Safety ; and there- 
fore when God in Iſaiah threatens 'em to give 
'em Children to be their Princes, and Babes 
to rule over 'em; the Conſequences of ſuch a 
Government fo'low in the next verſ. And the 
People ſhall be oppreſſed every one by another, 
and every one by his Neighbour. 

Secondly, He was a molt induſtrious Prince ; 
he made his Duty his buſineſs, and very Con- 
{cientiouſly conſidered the great Charge 
committed to. him ; he was aiways employ'd 
for the Peoples good, Vigilant and ASive 
upon all occafions. We read indeed, that 
in all his Reign the people had little elſe to 
do, But to Fo down every Man under his Vine, 
and under his Fig-tree,. from Dan even to Beer- 
ſheba, Eating and Drinking and making Merry ; 
it was well for them ; but you'l find the good 
King otherwiſe employ'd : His greateſt plea- 

ure was, to. ſee his People ſafe, and to 


be the Author of all thoſe pleaſures and com- 


forts. that they enjoy d, and which they 


could not enjoy., but by. his pains and 
care. 

Thirdly,, He was a King very eminent 
for Fuftice ; which was one great. effe& of 
his 
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his Wiſdom. *Tis Solomon's own Maxim, 
That a Prince that wants Underſtanding is a 
great Oppreſſor ; but a Prince of Underſtand- 
mg and Wiſdom, will never do, nor ſuffer 
Wrong. The Lawyers tell us, That the 


King cannot wrong his Subjects 3 and our Di- 
vinity-Books tell us, That he ought mot to Quia enim 


wrong himſe'f. The King is as reſponſible ow wad 
| , 010r art Site 
to God for his own Honor, as for the peoples periores, will 
Safety : And that the rather, becauſe *tis #4” « pf 
"1 il os ns honorem ſu- 
God's Honor as well as his; bur yet he h2d ,,, wa. 
much of Dawid's Clemency and Mercy. Pareus 
I am ſure Paterenſus would have thought dr 
ſo, if' he h2d lived in his Reign; for he Lib. 2. 
look'd upon it as a thing even incredible, 
Quod humanam excedat fidem : That Caſar, 
who was but an Ulſurper, ſhou!d ſpare thoſe 
3 . Y. 
that were of Pompey's Faction ; and yet we Fauſtus Soy 
read of. fome great Perſons: Executed upon l«,Filia Pom-- 
that account, even E. Ceſar, his Kinſman, x —mony 
contrary to due form of Law. Call. 
Fourthly, He was a Prmce of great Con- 
ftancy and Reſolution ; he met with many 
difficulties in coming to- the Crown, and 
even at his firſt Acceflion, he was forced to 
encounter with an unnatural and danger- 


ous Rebellion : It was. a difficult JunGlo, and 


required 
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required a ſteady Hand of Government. 


Adag, Vet. Tranquillo quilibet gubernator eſt ; every one 


Sen. Ep. 86 


Sa]. Orat. 
ad Cef. 2. 


1 King. 2.9. 


1 Chr. 28, 


209. 


1 King. 3.3. 


Deut. 12, 


03, 14 
2 Chr. 1 


can Sail in a Calm: Sea, but Storms and Tem- 
peſts make a proof of the Pilot. It might 
be (aid of him, as it was of Ceſar, His mind 
was greater in Adverlity than in Proſpe- 
rity. David was not afraid to leave him 
amongſt ſo many of his Enemies ; Thou art 
a Wiſe Man, faith he, and knoweſt what thou 
onght'ſt to do: Be ſtrong only and of good 
courage : That is, ſtrengthen thy (elt, and be 
reſolute: It was verbum ſapienti ; he did lo. 

Laſtly, He was a Man of extraordinary 
Piety and Devotion; in this he ſhewed him- 
{elf to be the true Son of Holy David. 

We are not to enquire, whether Solo011077 
ſerved God with the fame Circumſtances of 
Religion as David his Father : For ſo 'tis 
faid, That Solomon lowed the Lord, walking in 
the Statutes of David bis Father. *Tis true, from 
the Particle 7 following, lome Learned Men 
have inferr'd, That the outward circumſtan- 
ces of his Worſhip, were not altogether ſo 
laudable, as his inward Sincerity and De- 
votion 3 becauſe, whereas there was but one 


11755 legal High-place of Worſhip ordained by 
_ Jo- Moſes, he did nevertheleſs, in imitation of 


the 
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the Antient Patriarchs, permit their uſe in the Diodat. in 


plural number. But leaving this Diſpute to 
the more Learned, I here only take notice, 
That as this was not ſufficient to obſtrut 
God's Indulgence, and. great Love towards 
him 3; So 1t could be no bar ro his people's 
Pravers and Praiſes : For as Solomon loved 
the Lord, fo the Lord loved him; and 
blefied him with immentity of Wiſdom and 
Juſtice ; and this appears from the following 
paſlage, to be the undoubted Reward of his 
exemplary Prety. 

And now, to ſumm up all : This incom- 
parable Wiſdom, this indefatigable Induſtry, 
this Tuſtice, Reſolution, Conſtancy and Fiety, 
might well deſerve the jAcclamation and 
daily Applanſe ot his people : And if Solomon 
did juſtly deſerve his peoples Praiſe, behold 
this Day a Prince not inferior to Solomon. 

The Wiſdom of this One Years Reign 
will equal all the Hiſtory of that Eaſtern 
Prince. And as for all thoſe other Qualifica- 
tions, which I have mentioned, 1t ts but too 
plain, that I have ſtram'd the Character of 
Solomon to make it bear ſome proportion 
with that of oxr King, and ſtill the fainr 
Lines come ſhort of a Reſemblance : But it 

un- 
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undaunted Courage and Bravery in Battle, 

a vertue that never was experienced in Solo- 
mon ; ) the voluntary Expoſing of his Royal 
Perſon for the Good of his Country ; the 
repeated inſtances of his Love and Aﬀections 
to it; and ſuch other his more peculzar and 
ChareSeriſtical vertues, were to be inſiſted 
upon ; it would require {uch Sentences as So- 
lomon's to declare his Worth. 

But I come not here to uſurp upon Fame's 
Province his Name is already ſpread as far as 
Solomon's, and ſhall continue as long as his, 
as long as the World ſhall endure. 

But ſure the Obligations of his Subjects to 
him are far greater than any People ever 
lay under, and ought therefore to be paid 
in the moſt dutiful and folemn Manner : 
That great Tribute of Praiſe as well as of 
Prayer. 

Give me leave likewiſe herein to offer you 
ſome few DireGtions, and (o I'll conclude, The 
Church directs us to praiſe God, not only 
with our Lips, but in our Lives, we may take 
the ſame inſtruftion in Praiſing God's Vice- 
gerent. He beſt praiſes the Lawgiver, who 
lives moſt conformable to his Laws ; and the 
greateſt Panegyric upon Ceſar is, To Obey 


his 
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his Commands ; they are the only Flatterers, 
whoſe Hearts and Tongues do not go toge- 
ther; and 'tis our Duty to praiſe our Prince, 
and not to Flatter him. Nothing can be 
grolſer than to praiſe the King's Wiſdom, 
and my at the ſame time to prefer our own 
above it : My Lord the King, faith Mephibo- 
ſheth, is as an Angel of God : But then he 
thought ſo as well as ſaid it ; and therefore 
reſign'd all he had in the World to the King's 
diſpoſe. All Diſtruſt and Jealouſie is in- 
conſiſtent with Praiſe; for this muſt proceed 
from Love, and Lowe caſteth out Fear. We 
have a Prince, that of all Mankind ought the 
moſt to be truſted ; becaule it is not in our 
powers, to provoke him him more to break his 
Word than we have done. Our Provocations 
have been ſo great, That nothing but his Sa- 
cred Word could ſtand between us and his 
Anger. But this muſt not encourage us to uſe 
him ill ; for tho the Decree for our Good is 
gone out of the King's Mouth, yet it is not 
ratified by God, without cood Conditions. 

We have been grievous Delinquents, and are 
now but upon good Behavior ; and Lives, as 
well as Hearts, are in God's Hand. 
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Conc, Lat. 


2 Cor. 4. 7: 


Biſhop Andrews terms Kings the treaſures 
of the People : If ſo, we at preſent have a 
moſt ineſtimable Treaſure. But then he bids us 
remember, That we have theſe Treaſures in 
Earthen Veſſels: Let us have a great care, 
and uſe it tende:ly, that we, together with 
our Pruice, may ſee our Childrens Children, 
and peace upon Iſrael. 

Our Blcfling 1s to us but a new Comer : 
we hardly know yet what it is that we en- 

.  Conlider but one Particular, That 
che Engliſh Nation, for this laſt Year, hath 
been a greater Terror abroad , than tor 
fome Ages before ; at leaſt-ways, 'tis in our 
power {oon to be {o; only by this, in not 
being a Terror to our ſelves. Let but the 
Engliſh Praiſe and Love their King, and all the 
World wyl ſoon ſtand in awe of him. Not 
that he truſts im his own ſtrength, or in the 
Arm of Fleſh, but in his God ; in his Right, 
and in his Innocence. Witnels that one A& 
of his, whereby in the Aſſembly now in being, 
he wouid not ( what others would perhaps ) 
have Excluded his Excluſtoners. 

But there is no occaſton to be loud and 
importunate Mm our Praiſes, they'l be beſt 
underſtood by our being ſtill and quiet. 
Let 
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Let us all q2-mwamz make it our Ambition ; Ther 47s 


to be ſo. It ſhould be our Ambition, be- 
cauſe it is our Intereſt; ny, we lee it is to 
no purpoſe to be otherwite : It is but a fol' 
to reliſt ſo often, the pl-in and viſible Hand 
of Providence 3; the Injuries and Aﬀeonts 
that are done to Majeſty ſtill turn to Bletl- 
mgs. And, as to our Prince in particular, God 
h.th as plainly and maniteſtly protected him 
from all his Enemies; as it with our own 
Eyes we had ſeen him guarded with a 
Flaming Sword, or reſting his Head under 
an Angels Wing. God Almighty hath given 
him ſo many and ſuch ſignal Deliverances, 
that we ſhould be even Faithleſs, it we did 
not believe, that it can never be in the 
ower of Men or Devils to hurt him. So 
that God will Reign, and the King will Reign, 


be the People newer ſo unquiet. 


God hath Judged the King, and hath plead- Pf. 43. i. 


ed his Cauſe againſk an ungodly Nation : He 
hath delivered him fronr the deceitful and unjuſt 


Man. The Lord hath rewarded him according yg 1g +6. 


to his Righteouſneſs, according to the cleaneſs 
of his Hands, bath he recompenſed bim. 

And now, the King will be ſure to live 
Peaceably and Quietly himſelf. He is reſol- 
E 2 ved 
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ved to ſtand faſt like a Rock in the mid( 
of his Ocean ; neither the Raging Waves of the 


Sea , nor the Madneſs of 


"Or x4 wut TIMNTEDL Mice _ 1 the People, ſhall ever re- 


move him from his Cen- 

ter. He 1s reſolved to deſerve Praiſe, and to 

have it too, if not from his People, yet from 

his God. 

To conclude then with the Words of 
this Pſalm. 

His Name ſhall endure for ever, his Name 

ball be continued as long as the Sun, and Men 


ſpall be Bleſſed in him. 


Bleſſed be the Lord God, the God of T- 
rael, who only doth wondrous things : And 
Bleſſed be his Glorious Name for ever. Amen, 
and Amen. 


